The in vitro antifungal activity of solvent extracts of Coleus forskohlii, Coleus blumei and Coleus barbatus were compared by testing against some pathogenic fungi like Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus fumigatus, Aspergillus ruantii, Proteus vulgaris and Candida albicans. The petroleum ether extract of Coleus forskohlii and Coleus barbatus exhibited significant antifungal activity against all the selected organisms. The extracts of Coleus blumei did not show any significant antifungal activity against the selected organisms.
INTRODUCTION

Coleus forskohlii, Coleus blumei and
Coleus barbatus belong to the family Labiatae and grow through-out India. They are perennial herbs with a small woody quadrangular stem and branches. Leaves usually three at a node, oblong in shape. Many flowers are seen in long cylindrical thyrsus with pairs of acute bracts at each branching 1,2,3,4 .
The literature survey reveals that Coleus species have much pharmacological importance.
Coleus forskohlii has been screened for bronchodilation activity in human and in animals 5 .
Coleus forskohlii and Coleus barbatus are well known in Ayurvedic medicine and in traditional practice for treating cough,cold ,bronchitis, asthma and respiratory infections 6 .
A phytochemical investigation and pharmacological activity of Coleus forskohlii and Coleus barbatus is also reported 7 . In folklore and traditional practice in and around Coimbatore and Nilgiris district, Tamilnadu ; the leaves of Coleus forskohlii ,Coleus blumei and Coleus barbatus have been used to treat wide varieties of skin ailments like scabies,psoriasis and ring worm infections. 
Method
The leaves were dried under shade and powdered. 300 g of the powdered drug was exhaustively extracted with petroleum ether, chloroform, acetone, methanol and water using soxhlet extractor. The extracts were evaporated to dryness under controlled temperature.
The extracts were then separately dissolved in sulphoxide (DMSO) to get 5,10 &15 mg/ml solutions and tested for antifungal activity using 10µl of the three sample solution per disc. 10µl of Clotrimazole (1mg/ml) was used as standard antifungal agent.Himedia nutrient agar was used as medium 8 ,9, 10 .
The solvent (DMSO) used for solubilisation was previously tested for its antifungal activity against all the test organisms and found to be negative.
The antifungal activity was assayed by disc diffusion method and the disc diameter was 6mm.
The in vitro screening was carried out using Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus fumigatus,Aspergillus ruantii, Proteus vulgaris and Candida albicans.The plates were incubated at 28 0 C for 48 hours and the zone of inhibition was measured.
Discussion
It is evident from the zone of inhibition that the petroleum ether extract of Coleus forskohlii and Coleus barbatus exhibited prominent antifungal activity against all the strains used in the study. The methanolic extract showed a feeble antifungal activity against Aspergillus niger and Aspergillus fumigatus. The extracts of Coleus blumei did not show any significant antifungal activity against the selected organisms. The result of screening of antifungal activity of petroleum ether extract of Coleus forskohlii, Coleus blumei and Coleus barbatus are summarized in Table 1 .
Conclusion
The result suggests that the petroleum ether extract of Coleus 
